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The Skimmer Summer 2017 

Editor: Charley Winterbauer 

 

Whither goest thou, Painted Bunting? 
     Earlier this year, I was approached by Patricia Rodrigues and her colleague Max Witynski 

to capture male Painted Buntings and put on recording devices. They were doing the 

research under grants from Cornell and the Smithsonian.  Jamie Rotenberg referred them to 

me because he knew how successful the return rates of the Buntings were at my place.  

       Painted Bunting with recorder 

 
     The small “backpack” is installed on the bunting.  You can see the small sensor sticking 

out.  It works on sensing light change, such as detecting sunrise and sunset.  Knowing that 

along with its internal timer, the location of the bunting can be found.  To retrieve this 

information, the bird has to be recaptured next year and backpack removed.  Hence, the 

recapture rate of the buntings is important.  Patty and Max were attaching 25 to males in 

Florida and 25 around the Wilmington area.  They attached 5 here at my home. 
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     Next year they will return and attempt to recapture the Buntings to retrieve the recorder.  

They will fill an important research detail on the places and time spent when the PBs leave 

Wilmington.  

     An interesting discovery:  Three of the Buntings captured were ones that were banded 

during Jamie Rotenberg’s data collection time. They all were missing some colored bands so 

could not be positively identified by sight at the feeder.  One of the bands that Jamie puts on 

is metal and has a unique number.  We were able to look up those three birds and found that 

one was banded in 2010 and the other two were banded in 2012. 

 

Native Plant Festival coming soon.  IT IS FREE! 
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Swans, graceful to look at but….. 
    How often have you driven by some place and seen a swan gracing the pond or lake?  If 

you have a pond or your community has a pond, you may have considered having a swan. 

     Some things to take into account:  This information comes from Lindsay Addison, Coastal 

Biologist, Audubon North Carolina 

Lindsay says: 

 I believe the only kind of swan you could buy here would be a mute swan. They are a 

non-native invasive (pest) species throughout the U.S. They are native to Europe but were 

brought over at the turn of last century to serve as ornamentation. They escaped and their 

numbers have grown, particularly in more northern states. Though I don't believe they are a 

big problem in North Carolina at this time, they may become so in the future. Mute swans 

can be a problem for three reasons: 

1. They pose a threat to people and pets. They are large, very territorial during nesting, 

and at times aggressive. They can weigh up to 25 pounds and have up to an 8-foot 

wingspan.  

2. They endanger native wildlife directly (again, because of their natural aggression 

and size) and indirectly (through habitat degradation).  

3. They degrade or destroy native wetland habitat by overfeeding on water plants. 

This reduces or eliminates aquatic habitat needed by native waterfowl species, fish, 

and amphibians. 

     Probably for the reasons above, it is illegal to release mute swans in North Carolina public 

waters and all mute swans on private waters must be surgically disabled from flying: 

 [Below comes from state website] 

15A NCAC 10B .0125       RELEASE OF MUTE SWANS 

It is unlawful for any individual to release any mute swan (Cygnus olor) into the public waters of North Carolina.  Any 

individual who releases a mute swan to privately controlled waters must ensure that the animal has been pinioned.  

Individuals who currently possess or confine mute swans on their property must pinion all mute swans on their property by 

January 1, 2009.  For the purposes of this Rule privately controlled waters is defined as:  a body of water lying wholly upon 

a single tract of privately owned land or a body of water lying entirely within private property, even if that property is 

comprised of multiple tracts owned by one or multiple individuals.  In addition, privately controlled waters are waters to 

which the public does not have access without permission of one or more of the private landowners surrounding the 

water(s). 

  

History Note:        Authority G.S. 113-292(d); 

Eff. July 1, 2008. 

  

    Lindsay continues:  Another important consideration is the welfare of the mute swans 

themselves. If they are like other large waterfowl, they could live 20 years or more. Is the 

HOA able to plan that far out and commit to proper care for their entire lifespan?  Is there 
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enough space for swans? Per the statute, the only way to be certain they won't leave is to 

have them pinioned (amputate the wing tip) so they can't fly, but if there isn't enough food 

growing naturally or if it runs out, will a proper diet be provided?  How will any young 

produced also be captured and pinioned?  

 

Delayed report on barn owl box installation 

     I neglected to include this information in the Spring Skimmer.  Diane Butzin, over the past 

few years, has led an effort to install barn owl boxes in locations suited for barn owls.    She 

and her crew are to be thanked for the hard work that went into the effort. This is her latest 

report. 

April 2017 
It has been over a year since the last report. At last report we had 16 boxes in the field. Now 
there are only 10. Losses are as follows: 
 
A mower accidentally hit and destroyed a box on the Thomas property. 
The Kennedy property was sold to an elderly gentleman who cannot climb a ladder and is 
not inclined to let anyone on his property. We built that box from scrap lumber so no loss. 
The owner of Shingleton Farms no longer wants the box on his property because he is 
worried it will be occupied by an endangered species that will “own” his farm and prevent him 
from developing it. We are looking for a new home for the box. 
The three boxes at Camp LeJeune were purchased and installed by John Deluca who is no 
longer at LeJeune. The boxes may still be there but our connection is lost. 
 
Over the past 15 months we have cleaned and checked seven boxes (Lee & Diane Butzin, 
Janet Kurz, Dick Daniels, Caswell staff). The owners monitor the boxes at the Dunn and 
Smith properties and at Winding River. There is still no evidence of Barn Owls in our boxes. 
The one bright note is that we found evidence of an American Kestrel nesting in one of the 
boxes on the Thomas property. There were numerous pellets in the large section of the box 
and nesting straw in the small section, along with a few tiny feathers. At least somebody likes 
our owl boxes! 

 

Meetings and presentations 

     This summer was the first time we tried an experiment of continuing our meetings 

through the summer by holding them down in Brunswick County, Specifically at Bolivia at 

the Brunswick County Government Center, Bldg. N 

     Thanks to Nancy Buckingham and Bob Roush, we had announcements in the newspapers 

and this caused good turnouts by non-members.  Over 60 were in attendance at the August 7 

presentation by Roger Shew.  In September we will be returning to Halyburton for our 

meetings.  It will be held on September 11, the 2nd Monday instead of on Labor day.  There 

will be an announcement for this meeting. 
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MOTUS, WHAT IS IT? 

From the Motus web site: 

 The Motus Wildlife Tracking System (Motus, latin for ‘movement’) is an international 

collaborative research network that uses a coordinated automated radio telemetry array to 

track the movement and behavior of small flying organisms. Motus tracks animals (birds, 

bats, and large insects) affixed with digitally-encoded radio transmitters “nano-tags” that 

broadcast signals several times each minute. These signals are detected by automated radio 

telemetry stations that scan for signals 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. When 

results from many stations are combined, the array can track animals across a diversity of 

landscapes covering thousands of kilometers. 

This multinational system has its roots in the SensorGnome network which was piloted in 

2012 and 2013. In 2014 a major infrastructure expansion was made possible through a Canada 

Foundation for Innovation grant to Western University, The University of Guelph, and 

Acadia University. This gave rise to the Motus Wildlife Tracking System. The system has 

grown steadily since that time and as of February 2017 over 350 receiving stations were active 

across the Western Hemisphere. 

 The purpose of Motus is to facilitate landscape-scale research and education on the 

ecology and conservation of migratory animals. It is a program of Bird Studies Canada (BSC) 

in partnership with Acadia University and collaborating researchers and organizations. 

End of Web information 

 Whygiving information about this topic? 

See map below and notice the gaps of Motus facilities along the NC coastline. (yellow dots) 

 

https://motus.org/data/receiversMap.jsp
https://motus.org/data/partners.jsp
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BOTTOM LINE FOR THIS MOTUS INFORMATION 

 In cooperation with National Audubon and Audubon NC, CFAS is looking into ways to 

fill the gap.   Dr, Ray Danner of UNCW is in the process of getting a receiver located near 

Masonboro Island.  Walker Golder of National Audubon says one located on Bald Head 

Island would be ideal.  We are in the early planning stage. 

 

 

Parting Shot 

 

 

 

 


